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Library Advocacy and Storymaking

AGENDA

Craft Story

Share Story

Explore Story

Q&A 



Explore



WHAT IS
LIBRARY

ADVOCACY?
LET’S CHAT!



THE STORY
OF
COMMUNITY
IN ACTION



COMMUNITY
IN ACTION
LIBRARY ADVOCACY IS COMMUNITY IN ACTION 
CONVEYED THROUGH STORY 
TO CREATE EDUCATED CHANGE



Co-Creative
Empowering
Strategic and Sustained
Reactive and Proactive
Transformative

LIBRARY
ADVOCACY IS...



WHERE
DOES

LIBRARY
ADVOCACY

HAPPEN?
LET’S CHAT!



On the frontlines of service
Through the media
With legislators and stakeholders
In community
In municipalities
At special events and programs

LIBRARY
ADVOCACY
HAPPENS...



HOW DOES
LIBRARY

ADVOCACY
HAPPEN?



THROUGH ...



THE POWER AND PRACTICE OF STORY



WIRED 
FOR STORY

Story Science and Art
   synaptic activity, synchronization

   emotion, empathy, meaning



The Hero’s Journey

Individual

Challenge

Transformation Journey

Return

Supporting Characters





LIBRARY
ADVOCACY
STORY: 
HERO'S JOURNEY
DISTILLED
Personal Entity

Community Challenge

Journey

   Library Steps in As Helper

Transformation (and Information)

Call to Action or Catchphrase

The Hero’s Journey

Individual (Personal Entity)

Community
Challenge

Transformation
(and Information)

Journey

Return
(Call to Action
or Catchphrase)

Supporting Characters (Library Steps in As Helper)



THE LIBRARY
IS NOT THE

HERO OF THE
STORY.



THE LIBRARY
IS THE
HELPER.



THE STORY
OF
COMMUNITY
IN ACTION

A place where
community
members can
access the
resources they
need to create the
community they
want.



APPLYING 
THE TEMPLATE
Personal Entity

Community Challenge

Journey
   Library Steps in As Helper

Transformation (and Information)

Call to Action or Catchphrase



ELEMENTS
OF

POWERFUL
LIBRARY
STORIES



SUPERCHARGE
YOUR STORY

WITH THE 
POWER OF PLACE



SPACE...
43°N, 91°W



...AND
PLACE 



LIBRARY ADVOCACY
AND CORE VALUES

Access
Equity
Intellectual Freedom 
   and Privacy
Public Good
Sustainability



GATHERING
POTENTIAL
STORIES
Staff
Online forms
Newsletters
Volunteers
Programs





BEST
PRACTICES 
IN ADVOCACY
STORYMAKING

Privacy 
Permission
Audience
Review
Formula as Guide
Short, Longer Version



Resource
Spotlight



Craft



Library Advocacy

Personal Entity

Community Challenge

Journey, cont. Library Steps in As Helper

Transformation (and Information)

Call to Action or Catchphrase

Where I 
Might Share

Journey

 Storymaking Worksheet CRAFTING 
YOUR LIBRARY
ADVOCACY STORY
Describe an entity (e.g., person, land,
organization) within your local
community and a challenge they have
confronted. How did or could your
library serve as a change agent or
step in as a supporting character?



ADVOCACY
STORY

INSPIRATION:
THE CAVE

What challenges is your library facing?
What projects are you working on?
What strategic plan goals are you
trying to meet?



Check for Impact
How does the protagonist drive the story forward?
What emotions do you and/or your listeners feel in response to the story?
What elements or characteristics of local place shape the narrative? 
What are some place details that could infuse the story with greater meaning
and emotional impact?
Whose voices (e.g., of the land, of Indigenous peoples, of artists, of community
members) contribute, through inclusion or omission, to your place narrative? Are
you demonstrating inclusivity and belonging?
How might this story help your library more deeply engage or amplify those
voices in an evolving understanding and story of place? 
How does the story further a professional core value? 
How does the information piece help deepen the emotional impact?
What action will listeners want to take after hearing the story?



Share



Listen
What worked?

What would you like 

to hear more of?

How might this be shared

within the library,

community, and beyond?

Personal Entity

Community Challenge

Journey

   Library Steps in As Helper

Transformation (and Information)

Call to Action or Catchphrase



TAKEAWAYS

Library advocacy is
community in action
conveyed through story 

      to create educated change.
We’re wired for story.
Story transforms.
Advocacy (and story) is 

      an ongoing and unfolding     
      practice.



ADVOCACY 
   IS COMMUNITY ...

tevisdawn@gmail.com
dtevis@lacrossecounty.org

WHAT'S
YOURS?

... COMMUNITY 
      IS STORY



RESOURCES
Creating Effective Stories to Share with Lawmakers

ALA Advocacy Action Plan Workbook

ALA Ecosystem Initiative

ALA State and Local Year Round Advocacy Checklist

ALA Getting Started with Advocacy

How To Tell a Library Story

Library Advocacy Trustee Training

PLA Advocacy Tools and Resources

WLA Preparing for Library Legislative Day

WebJunction Advocacy Webinars

The Library Story: A Strategic Storytelling Toolkit for Public Libraries

Digital Commons Library Storytelling Team Guidebook

Digital Commons “Reporting Library Advocacy Stories to Increase Funding:

Guidebook for Story Reporters.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F2IzAFNdXOAY&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556672270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gcMm6WMb0Id0WB1MTLHVkYQrKPyFxYZQzz3vsyn4OG8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ala.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fadvocacy-action-planning&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556699961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y00oMY%2FUrdDxgwijU0xKI4lmWElnA0DASJF9GKB%2FW0M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ala.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fala-ecosystem-initiative&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556715372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PM5VOk87i6SFSEFtXSgXQmBtdEBTaf%2Fxer7iZjJZOFQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ala.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fadvocacy%2Fcontent%2Fstateandlocal%2FAdvocacy%2520Checklist.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556729014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FeF0c%2FpRP%2BYs%2FYQytB8n8UDwMzapGkhLDBfErnfEfuY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ala.org%2Fadvocacy%2Fgetting-started&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556742168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EFyNYQusngRF%2B90aD%2BAbL9LZIF8EVon%2BtUu4Yr9KJCs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iy0-1qjtDJY#:~:text=Jamie%20LaRue%2C%20director%20of%20ALA%27s%20Office%20for%20Intellectual,gives%20tips%20on%20how%20to%20tell%20your%20library
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wistrusteetraining.com%2Fsites%2Fwww.wistrusteetraining.com%2Ffiles%2Fpresentations%2F2019%2FTrustee%2520training%2520Library%2520Advocacy%2520FINAL.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556755596%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1eQiaojviVU%2F0Ajthb%2BvsGL5apuSlBz3M%2FsSeFCr%2BmM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publiclibraryadvocacy.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556771555%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U3AJUU4O7zGADsljJ0unHQ6ZYwkE6MED6oTnoNhlvWk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wisconsinlibraries.org%2Fpreparing-for-library-legislative-day&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556787834%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9QemwXDFEq3VgrbcPlXxM2%2Bl%2FnoDAD12JS4%2BV6YhY2Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.webjunction.org%2Fexplore-topics%2Fadvocacy%2Fwebinars.html&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556802957%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RC%2BQFNoxHSdzFe4TROKjfJf5FL7WTt%2Fj8vmgsUKjFzk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpowerlibrary.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F12%2FPA_StorytellingTOOLKIT.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556821842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vKwrq6nK698%2B3%2B1j5P%2BJEKHm%2F%2FmYxDBjtE%2FKAqxqV88%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1003%26context%3Dextension_business&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556839471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mvzFsn5Jifxii97szihBLp%2BGLpINmTnJGNc6V9tuVYc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1004%26context%3Dextension_business&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556857418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j0fEosPgnZalpzxRI%2Bct5VBOzwum3RsZ4auRrcn3Lmg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcommons.library.umaine.edu%2Fcgi%2Fviewcontent.cgi%3Farticle%3D1004%26context%3Dextension_business&data=05%7C02%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7Cb015d69209f048c0296b08dd1938a8f6%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638694453556857418%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j0fEosPgnZalpzxRI%2Bct5VBOzwum3RsZ4auRrcn3Lmg%3D&reserved=0


BIBLIOGRAPHY
Brunvand, Amy. “Re-Localizing the Library.” Journal of Critical Library and Information Studies, May 2020,
https://doi.org/10.24242/jclis.v3i1.94

Cresswell, T. (2015). Place: an introduction. Wiley Blackwell.

Hrobison. “Midwinter and Annual 2019.” About ALA, 24 Feb. 2020, www.ala.org/aboutala/midwinter-and-annual-2019

LaRue, Jamie. Storytelling as a Path to Funding. 4 Mar. 2021, jaslarue.blogspot.com/2021/03/storytelling-as-path-to-
funding.html

“Libraries and the Sustainable Development Goals.” Libraries and the Sustainable Development Goals: A Storytelling
Manual, 2018, www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/hq/topics/libraries-development/documents/sdg-
storytelling-manual.pdf

Library as Place: History, Community, and Culture. (2007) Eds. Buschman, J. and Leckie, G. Libraries Unlimited.
.
Sachs, J. (2012). Winning the Story Wars: Whythose who tell--and live--the best stories will rule the future. Harvard
Business Review Press.

Senses of Place. (1996) Eds. Feld, S. and Basso, K. School of American Research Press.

“Wisconsin Libraries Transforming Communities.” Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 25 Nov. 2019,
dpi.wi.gov/wilibrariesforeveryone/wisconsin-libraries-transforming-communities. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.24242%2Fjclis.v3i1.94&data=05%7C01%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7C8871946dd74d464a4e6408db9c78e710%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638275816426206519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iz4GWZBstT2Q5x3HtmVie3%2BHWViGSQcDdVXO4tCKc%2Fw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ala.org%2Faboutala%2Fmidwinter-and-annual-2019&data=05%7C01%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7C8871946dd74d464a4e6408db9c78e710%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638275816426206519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8IcsPTTDSfkJoF6QAE83hoZ%2B%2B%2F%2BXfKOmFJeDeCddwW8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjaslarue.blogspot.com%2F2021%2F03%2Fstorytelling-as-path-to-funding.html&data=05%7C01%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7C8871946dd74d464a4e6408db9c78e710%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638275816426206519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nKujSZGcSKSY%2FvhJMvO%2FX6lsJFiBuJ9%2BRXZbxUGx1fA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fjaslarue.blogspot.com%2F2021%2F03%2Fstorytelling-as-path-to-funding.html&data=05%7C01%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7C8871946dd74d464a4e6408db9c78e710%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638275816426206519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nKujSZGcSKSY%2FvhJMvO%2FX6lsJFiBuJ9%2BRXZbxUGx1fA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifla.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F05%2Fassets%2Fhq%2Ftopics%2Flibraries-development%2Fdocuments%2Fsdg-storytelling-manual.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7C8871946dd74d464a4e6408db9c78e710%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638275816426206519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AF0qMUxP7lpHO4cAX6r68er7TE6q7zaExxVLvI7Kau0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ifla.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F05%2Fassets%2Fhq%2Ftopics%2Flibraries-development%2Fdocuments%2Fsdg-storytelling-manual.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7C8871946dd74d464a4e6408db9c78e710%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638275816426206519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AF0qMUxP7lpHO4cAX6r68er7TE6q7zaExxVLvI7Kau0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fwilibrariesforeveryone%2Fwisconsin-libraries-transforming-communities&data=05%7C01%7Cdtevis%40lacrossecounty.org%7C8871946dd74d464a4e6408db9c78e710%7C90642ce53c114728aa2dfc5917738a93%7C0%7C0%7C638275816426206519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NZuM23W9N8a8bDRZcwL4Ha2y%2BzrtKMkeGRWHbJVydp8%3D&reserved=0
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